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“A church rooted in the living Lord is a church that encourages 
people to move beyond their comfort zones and invest themselves in 
face-to-face, person-to-person, hands-on kinds of ministries.” 
George Gallup Jr. 
 
Church Leadership must lead the church INTO the world—
LEADERSHIP BY EXAMPLE 
 
The Great Commission 
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.” 
Matthew 28:18-20 NKJV 
 
A. Make disciples 
B. Baptize them—identity with Christ 
C. Teach them—by words and deeds 
 
 
THE DANGER OF BUILDING BRIDGES 
 
Bi-flow of traffic—persons coming onto island and people leaving 
the island 
 
 
The serenity of the island is lost. 



The peace of the island is lost. 
The familiarity of the island is lost 
 
 
Those new to the island (church) must be moved from: 
 
Anxious to Committed 
Fearful to Courageous 
Lonely to Connected 
Needy to Fruitful 
Confused to Focused 
Protective to Productive 
 
The assignment given the church is to move people from 
PERSONAL AGENDAS to KINGDOM CAUSES. 
 
 
CHALLENGE: CHURCH WORK IS MESSY!!! 
 
1Corinthians 6:7-11 
“Even to have such lawsuits with one another is a defeat for you. 
Why not just accept the injustice and leave it at that? Why not let 
yourselves be cheated? Instead, you yourselves are the ones who do 
wrong and cheat even your fellow believers. Don’t you realize that 
those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool 
yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, 
or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice 
homosexuality, or are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or 
are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit the Kingdom 
of God. Some of you were once like that. But you were cleansed; 
you were made holy; you were made right with God by calling on 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 
1 Corinthians 6:7-11 NLT 
 
 
THE CHURCH has always desired people to live better as a result of 
their salvation experience. What we have lacked is the heart to 
relentlessly equip people to serve better, not just live better.  
 



2 Corinthians 5:17 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 
II Corinthians 5:17 NKJV 
 
A. This requires a shift in thinking. From being served to serving, 
the focus shifts for the new church member. Movement from 
“finding community in the church to impacting community as the 
church—from retreating to influencing, from isolation to 
engagement—from the church of my needs to the church of good 
deeds.” 
 
“With the comfortable borders of the church exploded, the limits of 
the work of the church are practically endless.” 
 
“Anything done in the Name of Christ, in the name of love, is 
ministry.” 
 
A. “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31 NLT 
 
B. “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working 
for the Lord rather than for people. Remember that the Lord will 
give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are 
serving is Christ.” 
Colossians 3:23-24 NLT 
 
TRANSFORM WHAT PEOPLE ARE ALREADY DOING, AND LOVE TO 
DO, INTO MINISTRY. (Affirmation, Equipping, Empowering, 
Releasing). 
 
“No one wants to merely put in time. People want purpose, 
meaning, and fulfillment in their serving.” 
 
USE WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU/ENTRUSTED TO YOU (your 
giftedness) 
 
 



Romans 12:6-8 
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to 
our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who 
teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, 
with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, 
with cheerfulness.” 
Romans 12:6-8 NKJV 
 
1Peter 4:8-11 
“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, 
for love covers a multitude of sins. Cheerfully share your home with 
those who need a meal or a place to stay. God has given each of you 
a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve 
one another. Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as 
though God himself were speaking through you. Do you have the 
gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that 
God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God 
through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him forever and ever! 
Amen.” 
1 Peter 4:8-11 NLT 
 
CONCLUSION: The aim is to GLORIFY GOD! How many and how 
much represent the wrong questions. Again, does what we do glorify 
God? That remains the most and only relevant question!!! 
 


